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Impeachment and Disciplining of Judges

Judicial Conduct Panel to Face Massachusetts High Court

Boston Globe

April 26, 2006

By: Jonathan Saltzman

Article reports that Philadelphia immigration Judge Donald Ferlise, who was recently chastised by a federal appeals panel for “bullying” and “bias-laden” conduct on the bench, has been replaced after taking an unexplained two week leave of absence. The Executive Office for Immigration Review sent another judge to fill Judge Ferlise’s seat, and an administrator for the immigration court said that the replacement will continue indefinitely. In May the Philadelphia City Council passed a resolution calling for Judge Ferlise’s removal from the bench after the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit sharply criticized Judge Ferlise’s conduct and found that he failed to give two asylum-seekers fair hearings. The Third Circuit, which rarely singles out judges in its decisions, described Judge Ferlise’s conduct as characterized by “[b]elligerent questioning and a failure to consider relevant evidence.”
